It is time for Brazil's cash-strapped universities to embrace the fundraising campaigns that are common at prestigious institutions worldwide.
For instance, the money raised by Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts, in its latest campaign (http:// campaign.harvard.edu) exceeds the individual annual budgets of two major Brazilian sciencefunding agencies. Furthermore, the £1.2 billion (US$2 billion) raised by the University of Cambridge, UK, to mark its 800th anniversary in 2009 is comparable to the annual budget of the University of Sao Paulo.
Such initiatives are still unusual in Brazil, where government-funded universities are the main engine of higher education and science. The idea of private donations is widely regarded with suspicion, being perceived as a corrupt route for 'buying' illegal advantages or as potentially providing the state with an excuse to cut back investment.
A few of Brazil's leading academic institutions are starting to encourage private benefactors, so the challenge now is to increase that momentum and expand the fundraising enterprise. 
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Global fund needed for STEM education
To be competitive in today's global economy, developing countries need a workforce with a strong education in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). While the post-2015 United Nations development agenda is still under discussion, we propose that a global fund should be set up to back the most effective and innovative STEM programmes in the developing world and to improve the accessibility and quality of STEM education worldwide.
Existing STEM educational initiatives differ in their approach, scope, type, target populations and funding sources. A coordinated global STEM fund would bridge the gaps, provide more teachers, offer wider access to resources and programmes, stimulate innovation and recruit more women and students from minorities.
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